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Abstract

Before enlisted into The Four Books of Confucianism, The Great Learning was just
one of the chapters in The Book of Rites, which is the record of the rites and regulations
and systems in ancient China. It also covers the standards of moral practices and
demonstrates the ideal world of Confucian scholars. The Great Learning is the standard
principles of moral practice; it has been annotated by Zheng Xuan, Kong Yingda, and the
two brothers of Cheng. During Sung Dynasty, it has been isolated from The Book of Rites.
Nowadays, the researches related with theories of the Great Learning has increased
gradually, but scholars’ emphasis is more concerned with the discussion and illustration
of the theories. For the observation and analysis of the practices of the Great Learning,

there’re still very few related research papers.

Based on the theoretical framework of religious studies, anthropology, and sociology,
the author conducted a long-term participant observations and in-depth interviews to
volunteer workers of Guanghui Branch of Baoguang Chungjeng foundation, which was
the research participant. The author tried to find out the meanings of circulating The Great
Learning in the religious field, and how the values of practicing The Great Learning was
reflected through religious and social practices. In order to let the participants more
willingly and actively describe their subjective experiences and chronicle their life stories
in-depth, qualitative approach was applied in the research. The origin and history of the
foundation were investigated as well, and its development in communities and society
were disclosed. The author tried to answer the following questions: 1. What is the
meaning of circulating The Great Learning in religious field? 2. How are the core practice
values of I-Kuan Tao reflected in The Great Learning? And 3. How does the foundation

reflect its practice values through religious practices and social services ?

In conclusion, based on the virtue and values of a starting classics of Confucianism-
the Great Learning, the author summarized how Guanghui branch have been through its

24-year development and practice of the values in teaching and cultivation. The
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traditional moral values have been cultivating people, and people whom being cultivated
become the members of the volunteers. A good cycle has hence formed. Such cycle has
now been multiplied in mainland China, because more and more volunteers are going

there and start the teaching and cultivation after they settle down in the new place.

Keywords: The Great Learning, Baoguang Chungjeng, Guanghui tao community,

practicing, Cultivation
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