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The Research on Zheng Zhongkui and his Art of the Proverbial-Style

Department of Literature College of Humanities

Nanhua University Master Thesis

ABSTRACT
Qing Yan, a kind of familiar essays, had been a kind of prevalent genre in Ming
and Ching Dynasty after the Wei, Jin and Northern and Southern dynasties. The
masterpieces are as the following: Tu Long “Poluo Guan Qing Yan”, Hong
Yingming “Cai Gen Tan”, Chen Ji Ru “Xiao Chuang You Ji” and Zhang
Chao“ You Meng Ying.”
After researching on classic Chinese literature, the one found that “Qing
Yan“listed in {Yu Zhu Xin Tan by Zheng Zhong Kui ), is the book made up with
the same style of “ A New Account of the Tales of the World” after He Liang
Jun’s “Yun Lin.”
The Essay aims to focus on “the Art of Proverbial Style”’in“Qing Yin by Zheng
Zhong Kui.”In these third articles, they depict versatile celebrities, politicians,
folktales and leniencies from West Han Dynasty to Ming Dynasty. However,
owing to the usage of simple sentences or few-lines depiction, only when
researchers inquire thoroughly into the contents can ones comprehend the
accurate meaning of incomplete phrases, or unclear historical segments.
Simple words, and easy phrases help modern people scour their spirits.
The first chapter-Introduction- talks three aspects: my study plans and purpose,
the references, periodicals, academic essays that I am about to use in the
following chapters, and my methodology and outlines. In the second chapter, I
firstly focus on the family background, literary achievement, of Zhen Zhong Kui,
secondly discuss the history background, literature thoughts of “Qing Yan”, and
thirdly the origin and development of “the Art of Proverbial Style.” In the third
chapter, I put my focus on discuss the main topic “the Art of Proverbial Style in
Qing Yan.” I will make analyses on the art spirit and beauty and charity of qin,
chess, books and paintings. Chapter four will depict the value of “the Art of
Proverbial Style in Qing Yan” and how it influenced on the later generations. As

well, I made a comparison on the literature features on “the Art of Proverbial

III



Style in Qing Yan and in A New Account of the Tales of the World.” Then, I
present the importance of how personal character traits match works. In my
fifth chapter, the last chapter, is my conclusion. I will make a confirmation on the
literature and art values of “the Art of Proverbial Style in Qing Yan.

Keywords: A New Account of the Tales of the World, Si Ku Quan Shu, Zheng

Zhongkui, Proverbial Style
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