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Abstract

The fulfillment of the Triple Gem is requisite for the abidance of the right Dharma. Of the three,
the Sangha Gem signifies the continuance of Buddhism; therefore, monastics are the best
representations of Buddhism. Being able to protect the image of Buddhism will preserve the
authenticity of the Buddhist teachings, which is the fundamental criteria for the survival of
Buddhism, Dharma propagation, and development of Buddhist enterprises. From a historical
perspective, every dynasty had its eminent monks. This research will exposit a hermeneutic
explanation on monastic thought and behavior based on the book Wo Bushi “Gajiao” De Héshang,
authored by Venerable Master Hsing Yun.

In this research, the author regards \enerable Master Hsing Yun as an eminent monk of the
current era and the primary text of research as a biography of eminent monks. A typical biography
of eminent monks will integrate three elements—Buddhism, history, and literature; and through the
exposition of the monk’s religious life account, establish a role model for practicing monastics. The
composition of such a work is often motivated by a sense of mission for one’s religion. This
research conducts documentary analysis and Buddhist hermeneutics on the primary text in order to
study Venerable Master Hsing Yun’s apparent and implicit ways of conduct as a monastic.

Venerable Master Hsing Yun—a monk of the current era—demonstrates apparent virtues
through the development of Buddhist enterprises. On doctrinal lineage, sangha regulations, or
temple assets, besides maintaining tradition, Venerable Master also innovates and provides new
perspectives. Furthermore, upon encountering difficulties, Venerable Master is unaffected by
disputes or threats, and works to skillfully solve problems. Contrarily, on the analysis of implicit
virtues, the author references the above mentioned apparent virtues, as well as applies the context of
Three Virtues—will, faith, and courage—in order to summarize Venerable Master’s implicit virtues.
The virtue of will includes the will to reciprocate, vow, and tolerate. The virtue of faith includes

religious faith, constant mindfulness, and confidence. The virtue of courage means the courage of

AV



being honest, shouldering responsibilities, and fearlessness. The Three Virtues also correspond to
the Three Provisions—faith, vow, and practice—necessary to accomplish one’s cultivation.

As the Forty-Eighth Patriarch of the Linji Sect of the Chan School, Venerable Master Hsing Yun
adopts “Chan in everyday life” as the modern hermeneutic explanation of Linji Chan. Linji Chan is
characterized by being a “true man of no status,” thus achieving a state of “without concerns in
ordinary life.” On Buddhist enterprises, Venerable Master’s attitude of “no status” enables him to
transcend personal gains. When encountering adverse conditions, Venerable Master is able to utilize
“tolerance” and “courage” and transcend dualistic opposition, as well as fully actualize the Three
Provisions of faith, vow, and practice and remain unattached. Because of “without concerns,”
Venerable Master does not experience the restrictions of time, space; no matter how busy, his mind
remains unattached. Through his actualization in daily life, Venerable Master Hsing Yun embodies
the Linji spirit of “Just act the master wherever you are, and where you stand is real” and
demonstrates the conduct of a Linji Chan Master—unification of body and mind, unobstructed

regardless of conditions, and a state of perfect ease.

Keywords: Venerable Master Hsing Yun, Monastic Biography, Monastic Conduct, Monastics
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