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Abstract

The Ministry of Education promoted the year 108 version curriculum guidelines of
12-year basic education, in which the history textbook for the 8" grade students was
revised to emphasis only on East Asian history at the expanse of Chinese history. This
policy caused serious controversy. Supporters believe that it is useless to study ancient
Chinese history, and there is no need for students to remember things happened thousands
of miles away and thousands of years ago. We should care about what happened on this
land 70 years ago. However, if this is true, it would also be useless to study any ancient
history. There is also no need for students to memorize things that were hundreds of miles
away and hundreds ofyears ago. We should only care about our immediate
neighborhood. To put it bluntly, year 108 version curriculum guidelines of 12-year basic
education is a political project for Taiwan independence. It intends to use political forces
to shape the collective identity of the next generation and create a Taiwanese cultural
identity that excludes China. In this regard, this article argues that, although Taiwanese
people do not accept communist rule, Taiwanese people also do not agree with the
removal of Chinese historical and cultural heritage. With sufficient information and
explanations, Taiwanese people will not support the implementation of the year 108
version curriculum guidelines of 12-year basic education. This argument is verified

through an online questionnaire.

Keywords: Curriculum Guidelines of 12-Year Basic Education, Chinese History, History

of East Asia, Ethnic Identity, Compulsory Education
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