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Abstract

Before the COVID-19 pandemic, the global economy was booming. “Cultural
Tourism” has been a global development trend in recent years. Through the
attraction of culture, combined with tourism, it not only brings economic
development to a country, but also shapes the country’s image and thereby
enhances the country. Among European countries, Italy promotes public
diplomacy through cultural tourism. Based on public diplomacy, this article
explores the inseparable relationship between public diplomacy and cultural
tourism in Italy. This article uses the European cultural capital of Italy as the
basis of cultural tourism research. From the cultural tourism type of the selected
city and its application in Italian cultural diplomacy, it turns out that cultural
tourism has a profound impact on Italian public diplomacy. Italy attaches great
importance to cultural inheritance and maintenance, the people's influence on
the spread of Italian culture, cultural tourism also enhances a positive national

image, and the impact and response policies after the epidemic.

Keywords: public diplomacy, cultural tourism, national brand, economic

development, soft power
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