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Abstract

The belief of Gui Gu derives from more than two thousand ago; however, most
people are not familiar with the belief and even don’t know that Gui Gu Zi is Wang
Chan Lao Zu. As the author of this thesis, I did a lot of research on the relative books
of the biographies of Chinese immortals and seldomly found the records. His thoughts
and magic are merely regarded as weird and mysterious fortune-telling in popular
religious movements. This kind of situation has been changed on a large scale because
of the emergence of a new religious group, Weixin Shengjiao. Weixin Shengjiao
actively brought up the propagating speeches, disaster elimination rituals, and the
promotion of I Ching Feng Shui theory to help people pursue stable bodies, minds,
and spirits and improve the family and social problems, and promote world peace.

This thesis aims to explore the belief of Gui Gu by investigating Weixin
Shengjiao’s religious practice by the approach of religious study. Gui Gu Zi
descended to the mundane world as a guide God, and designated Grand Master
Hunyuan Chanshi to found the new religious order which is the first one that
combines the Chinese culture of numbers art, [ Ching and Feng Shui, with religious
practice. This thesis also evaluates the social influences of Weixin Shengjiao
promoting its doctrine of I Ching, Feng Shui, and other applications.

The three main topics of this thesis are as follows:

1. Vertical exploration of the core Ideas of Gui Gu Belief

2. Horizontal exploration of the origin and development Weixin Shengjiao

3. The religious practice of Weixin Shengjiao, the “48 Great Vows”.

With the approach of literature discussion and qualitative research, this thesis
discusses Weixin Shengjiao how inherit Gui Gu’s wisdom and then applies it to
modern society by reviewing related materials and interviewing with some people in
charge. Some data will be shown by the analysis of the survey. Some suggestions for
the academicization, institutionalization, and internationalization of Weixin Shengjiao

are raised in the conclusion.

Keywords: Gui Gu Zi, Wang Chan Lao Zu, Weixin Shengjiao, Hunyuan Chanshi,
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