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Abstract

Due to the worldwide migration in the 1990’s, many migrant workers came to
Taiwan from Southeast Asia. In addition to migrant workers, many new Southeast
Asian residents entered Taiwan through marriage. The situation was just similar to what
happened in the early 1980’s, due to the opening of cross-strait family visits, a large
number of mainland spouses came to settle in Taiwan. This phenomenon of cross-
border marriage, at the beginning from Thai, Filipino, then Indonesian to currently
Vietnamese, the Vietnamese account for the most part of the new immigrants in Taiwan.

When all the new immigrants, migrant workers and overseas students come to
Taiwan, they have to not only adapt to the different cultures and customs, but also face
the difficulties of the different dietary habits. When more and more immigrants from
Southeast Asia come to Taiwan, Southeast Asian catering in Taiwan starts booming.
Many Southeast Asian restaurants in Taiwan have succeeded in making their own
countries’ flavors become parts of Taiwanese cuisine. As Vietnamese restaurants
flourishing, Vietnamese cuisines become more and more common and these kind of
restaurants are everywhere in Taiwan now. The Vietnamese cuisines turn into an option
as well as favorite dishes for many civilians as the traditional noodle stalls or cafeterias.
And it leads to the motivation to explore the factors contributing to this phenomenon.

This study first sorted out relevant documents about cultural and creative industry
by literature review and data collection in order to construct the framework of the
interview. By using the interview method of the qualitative research method, this study
discussed how the owners of the Vietnamese restaurants absorbed the distinguishing
features of the Vietnamese cuisine and then turned them into parts of Taiwanese cuisine

and make the customers want to taste and experience the Vietnamese food culture.



After analyzing and generalizing the data, the results show that it is difficult to
maintain the cuisine’s core characteristics when making the cuisine to not only be
identified in mainstream culture but also be distinguished from other cuisines as well
as the ways to make the cuisine become an important selection for customers to choose.
Therefore, the owners of the exotic restaurants must understand their cuisine’s position
and adjusted the strategies of management from customers’ feelings and feedbacks.

Finally, this study provides suggestions to help the owners of the Vietnamese
restaurants developing the Vietnamese cuisines that meet Taiwanese customers’ taste
and make the customers who have never eaten Vietnamese cuisine will break the
stereotype and accept Vietnamese delicacies. It also provides a reference for subsequent

researchers to conduct related research.

Keywords: Vietnamese cuisine, cultural creative industry, food culture, Cultural

integration
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