FEAR A BRI KEFL
B L2

Graduate Institute of Religious Studies
College of Humanities

Nanhua University

Master Thesis

(WizEEL - BLYIEEIFSE) PREBIC 7]
A Study on Online Graphic Adaptations to The Lotus Sutra’s
Universal Gate Chapter on Avalokitesvara Bodhisattva

graz B (i dg)
Yu-Hui Su (Neng-Chao Shih)

R 3TY HL
Advisor: Chih-Ying Lee, Ph.D.

¢ EXF 111E 6

June 2022



H B K £
e &2k N
B+ 2 Hm X

(Wikia @ e MU ERLFIL) MBE XXHBAR
A Study on Online Graphic Adaptations to The Lotus Sutra's

Universal Gate Chapter on Avalokitesvara Bodhisattva

i _ _ <7 v + 7
s BEERI (TR AL AR)

88 A A 4 BLE A

oiRE g M= 85
5 3 &
X K
ATE

KK

o d 345 7? E/i’
>

ook %i%%fﬂ’

oRXBHFERR 111-% 06 A 22 B8




FEIE—TZAEH T LK - R SRR & ik
EERETEI 7 O CEM R SR MTERNGR A AN EET 28
HOMEE BRI & R Bl > SERLRTTABN RN - Rt P 5e iR 5w s
A AR B AR > A RElR R EH AR > RUSHIERE
T EATEBHEE R (BRI E AL OIE

TEERAF AN > SPEEEIRIE A bl ~ MORVEE R
w NIRRT B A RS

KM PR RV [FI S A B Bt 5 B -
HMERGEEL S AR MRy s <y B

T AE IR Be B E R R — e 2 7T

TG ~ BE -~ EARA - FESIRAEBRAME -

FERERE SESh
itpgeliNE- Sy T e
2022.06.29



RS

CEFm) BB ESEN 2 RN R AR - EEEE E A > TE
HAE IR - M TLL (M) REM IS S nEEE  EESA  5E
HEEEAFELEN > R RHVESE RRHSHVED 2 T - B 5 FEGEGRAVEEZE - 8I0F - B
TEE  EEEIMEECE A BRI S  ET (R EERERY 21 tiE - (EPTaR) B

EEE ~ HAHEIR 7 E BB - M E M A S B R -

IR e B ) SAERERIE - RN R P ERY SR - R A - A
NS - Frth > feft (EFan) SHS AV SR - (EMm) AEEs '
REMATEEE ~ 25 ~ @48 AU EEERETAERRE S - R =25 (BIERER) &
S (EMm) 2R RIS - B - o=EmmvIA > BIETEEASES
W EEEE ~ BRI - BEOTAEAEGRSERTIE ST CHRGT ~ TSRl
FORFFEVER - S RIERET o Btk » AR Bt IFVERHR - (e tp S USSR ATT: - AT
ERARRIEES - FEEESZEA (B ) EE - BUE (BEEERGA PAD
A& & D) EARMER > fEERGT ~ WE ST A REGTRra=FmYA > EHEGE - 5
Feid ~ mEE R o BRSTIEIESCZ MIVRE (R ~ i OB SERRE A - AR B ]
FYAEEET

AWtFEEREN CGEFImm) SN  BIYEER E a2 R
Rt THEE GG RRESRAIAEN - DEEANEREES ~ M  RARMES - &
SHEBMERR CGEMMm) BR8N MEREERLDE - BRHECIREAVEZETTR
AEMPES AR AGRE - (8RR BAG R U ERR A M S 2 MRy B S

¥ Eﬂ}

BRSET LT~ AERREDS R B E - A



Abstract

The Universal Gate Chapter is the Buddhist text that Avalokitesvara Bodhisattva teaches and
benefits sentient beings in the Saha world. With the popularization of the belief in Avalokitesvara
and the development of Buddhist art in China, there have been many graphic adaptations of
Avalokitesvara based on the Universal Gate Chapter, including cave paintings, illustrations, silk
paintings, and sculptures. With the evolution of the times and the advancement of technology, more
emphasis is now placed on the transmission and creation of images, such as pictures and audio-
visuals, which are important media and means of propagating Buddhist texts. In the 21st century,
with the convenience of the Internet, modern graphic adaptations of the Universal Gate Chapter
have emerged in Taiwan and Japan, bringing evolution and new ideas to Buddhist art.

The second chapter of this study explores the origins of the graphic adaptation of the Universal
Gate Chapter, its development, transmission medium, genres, character, and characteristics from
India to China, providing prior understanding and background knowledge. Since the circulation of
the Universal Gate Chapter to modern times, contemporary pictorial adaptations have extended to
comics, audio-visuals, and picture books. Focusing on online graphic adaptations in this research,
the third chapter examines the characteristics of the comic book adaptation of the Universal Gate
Chapter, named Guanshiyinguo (% [R5 ) through the plot, images, and the storyboard.
Analysis of the storyline will be done through narratology, to discuss its main theme and how it is
being presented; while analysis of the images will be through iconography and semiotics, on the
design of the unit pages, character modeling, and the use of the manga symbols. The analysis of the
storyboard will be on its structure and its transition, to derive the popularity of comics—how it
adapts to the reading habits of people nowadays. The fourth chapter [looks into] the picture book
named "Bl E BN A / A DA E £ " examining the relationship between pictures and
text, the narrative methods of words and pictures, and the connection between creators and their
works, using iconography, semiotics, and the theory on adaptation to explore the three aspects of
layout, content analysis, and visual design features. In response to the changing trends of the times,
picture book adaptations are becoming more refined and original.

The purpose of this study is to explore the differences and characteristics between traditional
and modern variations of the Universal Gate Chapter and to understand the contemporary Buddhist
art that meets the aesthetics and is accepted by the public in an understandable language and art

form. Contemporary adaptations of the Universal Gate Chapter through the internet, enabling it to



pervade vast and wide, thus truly an important method to the propagation of Buddhist texts. These
adaptations in turn guide and bring interest in people to learn Buddhism, placing emphasis on the

importance of media tools in the dissemination of Buddhist texts.

Keywords: Universal Gate Chapter, Online Graphic, Adaptation, Comic, Picture Book
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