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An Analysis on the Concepts of “Human Nature” in
Bei Xi Zi Yi and Mencius: Explorations in Words and
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Abstract

In the development of Confucianism in the Song, Ming, and Qing
Dynasties, the ideological meaning carried by “meaning of a word”
experienced several changes. As far as the literal meaning of a word is
concerned, it seems to belong to the scope of a word’s exegetical
explanation. However, in the Neo-Confucianists’ view, the meaning of
the word has already been separated from the exegesis and transformed
into an explanatory theory, which is used to guide scholars and clarify
the concept of Neo-Confucianism. Meanwhile, from the perspective of
Chun Chen and Chen Tai, the meaning of the word has already been
separated from the pattern of enlightenment studies and has become an
aid for elucidating the thoughts of Confucius and Mencius and
practicing the way of saints. This study focuses on the definitions and
similarities or differences of the concept of “human nature” between the
two. In terms of the research method, this study adopts comparative
analysis. First, this study compares the methodological similarities and
differences between the two. Secondly, this study uses “human nature is
rationality” and its rebuttals to explore the conflict between the two in
the conceptual content of human nature. Thirdly, for the other concepts
involved in the term “human nature”, this study attempts to analyze
how the two explained the relationship between the concepts of human
nature, fate, talent, heart, and emotion. Lastly, this study summarizes
the full text from the two theories of the original goodness of human
nature from the perspective of respecting Mencius.
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