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The Literary Expression and Effect of the “Sound of

the Human World” Lyrics of Master Hsing Yun
Lin Jen-Yu*
Abstract

The creation of Buddhist lyrics by Master Hsing Yun began in the 1950s during
the period of propagating Buddhism in Yilan. After composing and singing, these lyrics
became an important tool for promoting the propaganda and innovating the rituals at
that time. With the establishment of Fo Guang Shan and the expansion of temples and
organizations around the world, as well as the spread and practical needs of the concept
of "Human Buddhism", as well as the diversification of media and ritual performance,
songs have played an even more important role. Therefore, since 2003, the Fo Guang
Shan Cultural and Educational Foundation has continued to promote the " Sound of the
Human World -Master Hsing Yun's Buddhist Songs" with the lyrics of Master Hsing
Yun as the text, recruiting music from native and abroad, and through competitions and
publications. The lyrics of Buddhism principles, understanding of life and world
conditions, and promotion of the Dharma and ideals of life can achieve the creative
goal of "sing together and understand it when you listen to it" through the modern style
of music. This article will explore the lyrics created by Master Hsing Yun during the "
Sound of the Human World " through the method of lyrics analysis, hoping to
understand the inheritance and innovation characteristics that Master Hsing Yun can
show in his lyrics creation process. In terms of writing skills, he is good at creating

environment by using objects and scenery. It has the effect of lyricism, and can also

* Associate Professor and the chairperson of Chinese Department, National Chung Hsing University




explain meaning and truth with metaphors or stories. In terms of conveying important
ideas, he promotes the important concepts of "Human Buddhism", and Explain its
connotation to echo the value of the times; in the specific application of practice, he
flexibly uses methods such as calling, asking questions, and admiring to produce the
effect of calling on the group. Therefore, Master Hsing Yun's lyrics creation in "The

Sound of the Human World " has a rich literary expression and effect.

Keywords : Sound of the Human World, Modern Buddhist songs, Master Hsing Yun,

Human Buddhism, Modern missionary activities.
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