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Wisdom and artistic in
Hsing Yun Speaking of Metaphors
Chin Mooi San*

Abstract

With the aspiration of universal salvation, Master Hsing Yun accepted the
invitation from Taiwan Television Enterprise (TTV) from Jun 1994 to give a series
of dharma talks. This series of dharma talks exert metaphors to presents in an
attractive way. Later, this series of dharma talks was written in words and edited
according to Six Paramitas. The goal of metaphor stories is dharma, but present
indirectly for leaving thinking and awakening space. This is the same with the
concept of Chan Buddhism, which is to achieve awakening beyond the boundary
of words.

The main concern of Hsing Yun Speaking of Metaphors were sandhana on
transcendental and worldly life, which is based on Six Paramitas. Buddhist
scriptures endow with the wisdom for stranscendental life, and also the light for
sandhana in worldly life. Master Hsing Yun always refers to Buddhist scriptures as
the guidance in the metaphor stories. Thus, the abstruseness of dharma in Buddhist
scriptures can be delivered in a simple way for better understanding. Besides
scriptures, dharma is also revealed in daily life. The world is the space for worldly
life and sandhana. Therefore, sandhana in worldly life is also a way to practice
dharma. Master Hsing Yun includes human affairs as the example in the dharma
talk to manifest the concern on it. By the same time, fulfill the ideal of Humanistic
Buddhism.

Keywords: Metaphor, Emptiness, Subaudition, Transcendental, Worldly

* Universiti Putra Malaysia Senior Lecturer
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