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An Analysis on Hsing Yun's Literary Expression
and Buddhist Innovative Views Reflected from

Singing in Silence.

Tan Beng Piou

Abstract

Hsing Yun published the book Singing in Silence in July 1953, it manifested
the Hsing Yun started to carry forward teaching of Buddhism by using literature as
his medium. This also revealed his idea of "Literature is the wing of Buddhism

while Buddhism is the core of literature.”

Hsing Yun was only 23 years old while he wrote the book Singing in Silence.
He was guarding the mountains and forests and preventing poaching at Fayun
Temple in Miaoli at that time. The book anthropomorphizes eighteen Buddhist
artifacts in Buddhism, such as big bells, wooden fish, etc., as well as two non-
Buddhist artifacts, i.e., sticks and paper foils, and uses prose genres as a way for
them to speaks for themselves. Each article introduced the shape, origin, material,
function and category of the Buddhist artifacts. He used his imaginations to
introduce most of the Buddhist artifacts in an approachable way, in this way, this
book can be known as “the earliest modern literary work of Taiwanese Buddhism.”
The book content reflected the Buddhists’ problem of that time, such as abusing of

dharma instruments. Hsing Yun pinned his hope to reform those bad practice in
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Buddhism and to promote Buddhism that more people could understand and
believe in Buddhism in this book.

Thus, this article not only investigates literary origins, the literary narratives
of Hsing Yun, this article also discusses Taiwan Buddhism problem that had been
revealed in the book and also Hsing Yun’s appealed of reforming Taiwan

Buddhism.

keywords : Hsing Yun, Singing in Silence, Buddhist artifacts, Literary Expression,

Buddhism Innovation Views.
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