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[ Research Note )

Exploring Life-death Philosophical Perspectives
from the Theme Song of The Story of the Stone,
“Won-done Song” and “Notes on Won-done

Song”

Yang, Yu-Yun*

Abstract

The Story of the Stone is the literary work of Cao Xueqin. “Pages full of
fantastic talk / Penned with bitter tears; / All men call the author mad, / None his
message hears.” Dedicated to the masterpiece for ten years, Cao Xueqin pushed his
Chinese classical novel to the highest peak, and The Story of the Stone becomes the
book of immortality.

“The Story of the Stone” is based on the families of Jia, Wang, Shi, and Xue,
and the love story between Jia Baoyu and Lin Daiyu, through the process of Jia
Jiarong and Ning Erfu’s rise and fall. The novel criticizes the thoughts and morality

of traditional society, exposing the life of the ancient aristocratic family. The contents

*Ph.D. Candidate, Chinese Department, Feng Chia University,
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of the novel are magnificent and the characters are numerous. Cao Xueqin has
created many iconic characters, exemplifying the people in his contemporary era.
These characters reflect the life of the society at that time. “The Story of the Stone”
is known as the encyclopedia of traditional Chinese society. This classic work
represents the highest achievement of Chinese classical literature.

This article intends to study the theme of the highest level of “The Story of the
Stone,” from the theme of “Won-done song” and “Notes on Won-done song,” and
the themes of change and impermanence that humans have to face. Also, this article
studies the loss and sorrow that we must face frequently in our lives. With a deep
discussion, we explore the topic of the highest level of life-death philosophy, with a

hope to inspire and understand life.

Keywords: The Story of the Stone, “Won-done Song”, “Notes on Won-done Song”,

Zhen Shiyin, lame Taoist
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