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Navigation Writing and Sustenance in Hung

Qi-Sheng's Poems

Tseng Chin-Cheng”

Abstract

Hung Qi-Sheng sailed to and from Taiwan and mainland China five times in his
life. At that time, crossing the Taiwan Strait, known as the "black water ditch"”, was a
life-threatening adventure, but all of Hung Qi-Sheng's voyages were personal
ideals. The first four times were during the Qing Dynasty when he went to Fuzhou to
participate the Imperial examination, and the pursuit was the ideal of an official
career; the fifth time was the Taiwan under Japanese colonial rule, when he traveled
to grand tour China, and set out with the ideal former follower. The purpose of
sailing is different, and what you see and think will also be different. Based on the
analysis of 42 nautical poems of Hong Qisheng, this paper discusses the comparison
between Hung Qi-sheng's mentality when he was an overseas national in his early
days when he was sailing across the sea in pursuit of fame, and the mentality of
visiting the motherland in his later years with the mentality of a remnant.

Keywords : Hung Qi-Sheng, nautical poetry, Jihezhai Poems, Poetry of Eight States

* Associate Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Chiayi University.
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