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U.S.-Europe-Russia Relations in the

Post-Cold War Era: Nord Stream 2

Ray Song
Ph.D. Student of Graduate Institute of International Affairs and Strategic Studies,

Tamkang University

Abstract

Since the end of the Cold War, the confrontation between the
United States and the Soviet Union has officially ended. The situation
in Europe is not as tense as before. It is reasonable to say that the United
States can lose its grip on Europe. However, with Russia’s geographical
advantage in this region, especially Russia is rich in natural gas and oil.
Natural resources are just right It is needed by European countries.
Traditionally, the relationship between the United States and European
countries is based on military alliances, and many common
geographical interests are derived from this basis. European countries,
especially Western Europe and Northern Europe are generally pro-
American, not only in military cooperation, NATO members are more
often aligned with the United States on Russia's attitude.

However, because Russia is rich in natural gas and oil, and with
the increasing global warming, the European region pays more attention
to the use and import of clean energy. Russia happens to be one of the
neighboring countries, and it is also a major producer of natural gas, so
it purchases from Russia. Natural gas has been a policy of European
countries for many years.

The transportation of natural gas must be carried out through
pipelines. In the past, Russia was transported by land pipelines.

However, the newly built North stream II pipeline is not only for water
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and land transportation. Due to the completion of construction, the
original plan was to officially issue the license in the second half of
2021. However, due to the rapid deterioration of the situation in Eastern
Ukraine and the fact that the relationship between the United States and
Russia is still in the stage of great power competition, the U.S.
government does not want Germany and other European countries to
rely too much on Russian energy, so it was originally a relatively simple
energy transportation. At present, it is mixed with complex regional
situations and materials of major power competition, which adds to the

uncertainty of the future of North stream 2.

Keywords: Cold War, NATO eastward expansion, energy

transportation, Nord Stream II, East Ukraine.
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