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Abstract

This paper explores the didactic implications of the murals in Cave 254 of the Mogao
Caves in Dunhuang. Chapter 1 begins with the research motivation, aiming to analyze the
didactic implications of Buddhist teachings through the visual stories depicted in the
Mogao Caves. The literature review focuses on the relationship between Dunhuang
imagery and Buddhist education, including studies on: 1) the development of the Mogao
Caves, 2) research related to Cave 254 specifically, and 3) studies on Dunhuang mural art
and mural stories. The research methodology primarily involves documentary analysis
and the application of Panofsky's iconology theory to interpret the murals.

Chapter 2 explores the origins and construction techniques of Cave 254 in the Mogao
Caves. It begins by tracing the historical development of the Mogao Caves and then
examines the evolution of cave architecture from India to Dunhuang, including the origin
of central pillar structures and changes in cave forms. This study recognizes a significant
connection between the evolution of caves and Buddhism, mainly attributed to the need
for spiritual practice leading to subsequent developments. Once the origins of the caves
are clarified, the focus shifts to the exploration of mural techniques and the unique
features within Cave 254.

Cave 254 in the Mogao Caves contains four story murals, which are the main
subjects of investigation in Chapters 3 and 4. Chapter 3 analyzes the didactic aspects
centered around Bodhisattva teachings through the murals "Prince Sattva Offering His
Body to Feed the Tigers" and "King Sibi Sacrificing His Flesh to Feed the Hawk."
Chapter 4 explores the divine transformations and sacred meanings depicted in the murals
"The Buddha Subduing Mara and Attaining Enlightenment" and "Nanda's Renunciation."

Chapter 5 presents the conclusion, emphasizing that the visual stories of the Mogao
Caves murals aim to promote Buddhist teachings and reflect a history of cultural
exchange and peaceful coexistence between Eastern and Western civilizations over the
past millennium. The murals convey Buddhist scriptures through storytelling and visual
representation, providing an easily comprehensible way to understand the Dharma.
Although the stories originate from Buddhist scriptures, their narratives may have
undergone alterations, additions, or deletions during translation to align with the
psychological inclinations of the secular audience and incorporate contemporary thoughts
and culture, thereby facilitating greater acceptance of the intended meaning of the stories.

Keywords: Dunhuang, Cave 254 of Mogao Caves, imagery, story, didacticism
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