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Abstract

Venerable Master Hsing Yun believes that the essence of Buddhism lies not in its
profound and mysterious nature but in its ability to be understood by people. Therefore,
through his book "Hsing Yun’s Chan Stories," he narrates various Chan stories and
combines them with contemporary social needs and issues. He further introduces the
concept of "questioning” to provide modern Chan practitioners with a framework for
contemplative practice. As the 48th-generation descendant of the Linji school, Venerable
Master Hsing Yun inherits the Linji Chan lineage and expands it into the Fo Guang Chan.
Thus, through "Hsing Yun’s Chan Stories," he presents a contemporary reinterpretation of
Chan, allowing it to be applied in our daily lives. Serving as a modern version of the
recorded sayings of Chan masters, the book was initially disseminated through media such
as newspapers and television, reaching a wide audience. In terms of content, Venerable
Master Hsing Yun not only adds details and contextualizes the Chan stories but also
provides "words for nurturing the mind" at the end of each case, offering guidance and
insights. This not only allows readers to become acquainted with Chan stories but also helps
them understand how to approach these cases from the perspective of modern society.

Therefore, this thesis analyzes the Chan cases in ”Hsing Yun’s Chan Stories " to
address the issues faced by contemporary society and individuals in studying and practicing
Chan, including their mental and physical states. Chapters 3 and 4 analyze the stages of Fo
Guang Chan practice, which include pre-path stages (preparing the path, cultivating
virtuous conduct, and cultivating faith in practice) and the three main stages of learning
(observing precepts, cultivating concentration, and practicing wisdom). The thesis
examines the types of cases, narrative characteristics, and contemporary insights provided
in " Hsing Yun’s Chan Stories." By categorizing the cases according to the stages of

spiritual cultivation and combining them with Venerable Master Hsing Yun's modern



interpretations, the aim is to guide Chan practitioners and readers to not only understand
the meaning of the cases but also progress in their spiritual cultivation, embodying the

humanistic and bodhisattva aspects of Fo Guang Chan.

Keywords: Venerable Master Hsing Yun, Hsing Yun’s Chan Stories, Fo Guang Chan,

Humanistic Living Chan, Chan cases
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