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Examples of Vietnamese Folk Literature and

Historical Materials in “Guang Ji Hua Wen”

Chen ,Yi-Yuan”

Abstract

“Guang Ji Hua Wen” is a set of articles published in Vietnam Hanoi by Wu
Di Min (Edmond Nordemann, 1869-1945) in the second year of Khai Dinh
Nguyén dynasty (1917) in the capacity of supervising academic administration.
“A total of 508 chapters were selected from a group of books and articles of
association, divided into 4 volumes” ( volume 1 “Extract inner books”, volume 2
“extract outer books”, volume 3 “Overview of Official Documents”, volume 4
“Almanac of Li Shu”) . It contains public and private documents of Chinese and
Vietnamese-Chinese characters and it is an important collection of documents in
the late 19th and early 20th centuries. This book is one of the precious channels to
investigate the Chinese books introduced into Vietnam. Meanwhile, the books in

Vietnamese Chinese and various public and private documents of Chinese

" Distinguished Professor,Department of Chinese Literature, National Cheng Kung University,Chair
man of Taiwanese Society For the Study of Chinese Literature and Culture. This
paper is one of the research results of  “A Study of ‘Guang Ji Hua Wen' by Wu Di Mi
n(Edmond Nordemann)On the Relationship between Chinese and Vietnam and Its Literature Val
ue” (110-2410-H-006 -072 -MY2).
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characters in China and Vietnam recorded in this book are also the important
cultural assets for us to understand the books in Vietnamese Chinese and the
history, politics, society and life of Vietnam in the 19th and 20th century. In this
paper, 167 folk documents from different parts of Vietnam (including contracts,
correspondence, ritual documents and social documents) are selected from the
fourth volume of “Almanac of Li Shu”. These documents have the names, native
places and time of the relevant people, it can be seen that they are records of the
social life of the common people in Vietnam, with valuable literature value for the
study of Vietnamese folk customs, worthy of the attention of Chinese and

Vietnamese literature and folk researchers.

Keywords : Wu Di Min, “Guang Ji Hua Wen”, “Almanac of Li Shu”, Vietnamese
Folk Custom
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