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Preliminary Research of Sanyi Teaching at
Malaysia: A Case Study of Choo Hing Tze temple,
Port Klang

Ling, Tek-Soon®

Abstract

The Sanyi teaching originated in Putian City. In the early years, people from
Putian dan Xianyou immigrated outside of China, and the Sanyi teaching moved to
Southeast Asia. Among them, it took root in Malaysia, many Sanyi temples were
established in many places, and the incense has continued to this day. Choo Hing
Tze Temple in Port Klang is one of the earliest Sanyi temples in Malaysia. It is
currently one of the few scripture groups in China that has a complete formation
and has the ability to independently host the Sanyi Teaching Conference.
Therefore, it has become the focus of all parties concerned about the development
of the Sanyi Temple in Malaysia. This article takes the Choo Hing Tze Temple as a
case study to discuss how the Sanyi Temple was able to inherit and prosper
because it preserved the Xing’an culture more than it opened the doors of believers,
and developed into a unique folk religious system in the Chinese community in
Malaysia. In view of the loss of most Malaysian Xinghua people and the inability

to recognize the cultural characteristics of their own dialects, the rich Xing’an

* Senior Lecturer, Institute of China Studies, University of Malaya, Malaysia
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cultural elements contained in the local Sanyi Temple are actually worthy of
in-depth contact and understanding by the Xinghua community to generate
interaction and transform traditional culture. Into the family of the new generation

of Xinghua people.

Keywords: Port Klang, Henghua people, Choo Hing Tze, Sanyi teaching, Jingshi.
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