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Popular Literature Elements in
Cheng Hoon Teng Temple’s Sixty Fortune
Poems

Chin, Mooi-San”

Abstract

Divination has a long history in Chinese culture, and is used for
divination of good and bad luck even nowadays. It still occupies a place
in folk culture while science is flourishing. The emergence of fortune
poems was not confirmed until the Five Dynasties. In terms of form, the
tradition of “determining decision with poems” has been passed down to
this day. The fortune poems and stories are the enlightenment of the gods
to guide the believers. The fortune poems are easy to understand, so as to

be widespread between the believers.

The combination of fortune poems and stories is a form of
verse-prose literature, and may trace to the monks' vulgar talk. At the
same time, the fortune poems are easy to understand and do not follow
the forms of classical poems. The words based on daily life touch and
guide believers effectively. On the other hand, the fortune stories also

tend to be familiar to ordinary people, so they mostly come from popular

* Senior Lecturer, Faculty of Modern Languages and Communication, Universiti Putra
Malaysia
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scripts, novels or dramas. Fortune poems and stories are a combination of
sentiment and narrative, allowing the emotions and encounters in life to
join at a point. The importance of fortune poems in folk beliefs and the

relationship with folk literature are beyond doubt.

The sixty fortune poems are basically consistent in order and
meaning, but the corresponding stories have no certain rules. The same
poem can be matched with different stories. This article takes the fortune
poems at Cheng Hoon Ting in Malacca as an example to explore its
popular literary elements and the intersection of fortune poems and
stories. The fortune poems and stories that match each other are the
guided by the gods, allowing the believers in the confusion to find their

way and step steadily on the road to the future.

Keywords: Cheng Hoon Teng in Malacca, Fortune poems, Fortune stories,

Popular literature, Verse-prose literature.
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