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Exploring the Tao-Lyrics-Form and the
Taoist-internal-alchemy content of “Fool-Drum
Lyrics” composed by Chuan-Shan Wang

Chen, Chang-Hsi"

Abstract

“Fool-Drum Lyrics” composed by Chuan-Shan Wang expressed Wang’s
feelings and his ideas of Taoist internal alchemy. “Fool-Drum Lyrics” was in
Tao-Lyric Form and lots of metaphors in it. It was not a serious essay, and should be
read with Wang’s another book “Interpretation of Chu-Lyrics” because the Chapter
‘Travel Away’ in “Chu-Lyrics” was seen as key reference of Taoist internal alchemy

by later scholars.

Wang’s life experiences was very much similar to that of “Chu-Lyrics”s author
Qu-Yuan. They both sought for Taoist internal alchemy to protect their own lives in

their chaos times.

Chuan-Shan Wang described the content of Taoist internal alchemy with
literature metaphors in “Fool-Drum Lyrics”. And the book was divided into
pre-Fool-Drum and post-Fool-Drum, and the secondary title were ‘Grant Dream’ and
‘Interpret Dream’ separately. It meant that Chuan-Shan Wang always had dreams to

the revival of his nationhood.

Keywords: Chuan-Shan Wang, Fool-Drum Lyrics, Tao-Lyrics, Interpretation of
Chu-Lyrics, Taoist internal alchemy.

* Professor & Chairperson, Department of Literature, Nan-hua University
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