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Departing from Monster's Castle:
Writing of Life Story of Ye Chen’s Publication of “Half Face

Daughter”

Ching-ju Chang
Synopsis

The purpose of this study is to analyze “Half-faced daughter” which is Ye Chen’s
autobiography by psychobiography method.

The writing of a psychobiography requires working knowledge in psychology to
extract major events of a person’s life story, while providing sound explanation
leading to these events. This paper will be based on theories proposed by Alfred Adler
(1870-1937), pioneer of psychobiography. Through a series of publications, Adler
suggested that psychological life forms as a result of an individual’s way to survive
under certain circumstances. A great emphasis was placed in his theory with the
importance of traumatic experiences in early life, especially during childhood.

Literary analyses will be performed to see how childhood trauma brought to Ye
Chen’s behavior later in life. By applying Adler’s theory, analyses will be focused on
how the psychobiographed subject effectively (or ineffectively) overcome sense of
inferiority brought forth by her childhood trauma. In other words, how these
traumatic events in childhood affects her life.

Ye Chen accounts of early life events, as told by the biographed in the analyzed
psychobiographies, will provide the basis for this study. Emphases will be placed to
examine how and why difficulties continue to arise in different areas through her lives.
Difficulties in friendship, social interaction, personal interaction and career
development, etc., will be included in the analyses. By tracing back to early life
trauma, we may gain a better understanding of how Ye Chen evolve throughout her
life.

Keywords : Contemporary Taiwanese literature, Ye Chen, Childhood trauma, Life story
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