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A Brief Account of Traditional Local Gazetteers and Literary

Studies

Nicholas L. Chen
Full-time Assistant Professor, Department of Literary Studies,

Fo Guang University

Abstract

As a major category of classical works, traditional local gazetteers are historical
and geographical books of natural and cultural contents. The spreading of a literal or
academic work did not necessarily start from the homeland of the author, however, the
interest of his homeland in this work was usually greater than other regions.
Therefore the records about the related works are often more informative in the local
gazetteers of the author’s homeland than other regions. After introducing its
development and genres, this articles aims to investigate the advantages and
drawbacks in the utilization of traditional local gazetteers.
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