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On the Gods of All the Ground and Di-mu
Belief

Teng-Fu Hsiao’

Abstract

People believe that the god of sky gives birth to all things on earth,
and the god of earth raises them. This belief comes from human’s reward
psychology. But in long-term historical development, the idea of “the god
of earth” has split into two systems. The first system is “the god of ‘' "

() , in charge of soil and the country’s territory. The second system
is“thegod of ‘&4’ " (#41 ) (the god of all the ground), in opposition to the
god of sky. Both of them are called “hou-tu (’F', -+ ) ”. When the god of
earth as the god of the country’s territory, people call the god “ T’, 47,
“4 4 1", And when the god of earth as a representation of earth,
and in opposition to the god of sky, people call the god “+ EI”, “T’,j
! ’F'[ 4+ RIPYRE", “#93)7) ete. In the gods system of Taoism, the level of
“the god of ‘@’ (718 )" islower than “the god of ‘#4’. The author of this
article wants to argue the belief of “the god of earth”, and the two split god
systems.

Keywords: Hou-tu ( ’F',j ), Di-mu (#4%) ) , Tu-Gong ( # ** ), She-shen
(ki)
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