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The environmental per spectives of

Buddhism and sustainable development

Chung-Chiang Chen*

Abstract

The concept of sustainable development was devel oped
and promoted by the United Nations in 1987 as well as a
great number of programs which pursued environmental
sustainability and focused on the feasibility study followed.
Many countries, later, presented a variety of measures
through policy reforms for the promotion of sustainability.
The common agreements have been concluded among
international communities in association with the promotion
of environmental sustainability in recent years. For example,
the Kyoto Protocol became valid after February, 2005, which

* Professor of the Graduate I nstitute of Environmental Management as
well as dean of Management School, Nan Hua University
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was seen as a milestone for people towards environmental
sustainability. However, these agreements or environmental
policies operated in the international communities are
originated from the technical improvements and neglects the
mental reforms or human value construction.

Religion plays a key role in affecting the formation of
socia value or environmental attitudes. Buddhism, especially
in Taiwan, keeps a closed relationship and interacts with
people, and consequently affects the people core values.
Unfortunately, very few studies focus on this field involving
with the interactions between religion and environmental
values. Therefore, the purpose of this paper is to underlie the
implications of environmental values advocated by Buddhism
and compare with Confucianism, Taocism, and western
thoughts. The results can serve as guiding principles for

environmental educations.

Keywords. environmental perspective, sustainable develo-

pment, Buddhism, environmental education



