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The Observing Emptiness of Tanluan
-- A Study of “ Continuity of ten recitations’ and
“Rebirth but Non-rebirth”

Jian-Huang Chen

Abstract

Tanluan left home to enter the Buddhist monastic system in Wutai shan
when he was fourteen, and studied Buddhist and non-Buddhist scriptures
and treatises diligently. He especidly liked The Madhyamaka-sastra
(Zhonglun), The Sata-sastra (Bailun), The Dvadasanikaya-sastra (Shier
mén lUn), Mahaprajfiaparamita-sastra (Dazhidu Iun), as well as Buddhist
scriptures corresponding to the meaning of the observing emptiness
(kongguan) related to mahayana. When he was newly renounced his secular
life, he was not a believer of pureland, but a scholar of Kongguan School.
Not until his old age when he started the pureland studies, he spent forty
years in the apprehension of the essential emptiness of existence. He not
only inhereted Sengzhao emptiness thoughts, but also took Nagarjuna and
Vasubandhu’s thought in.

This paper is astudy of “ Continuity of ten recitations’ and “ Rebirth but
Nortrebirth” trying to explore how Tanluan use kongguan to develop

Assistant Professor, Department of Foreign Languages and Applied Linguisotics, Y nan Ze

University
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purdland teaching. First, the paper presents how Tanluan elucidated the
meditation methods, then explains the Rebirth but Non-rebirth thought from
the meaning of kongguan The continuity of ten recitations is the guidance
to direct the sentient being of lower class or the most inferior of the inferior
from the evil karma. The rebirth but Nonrebirth is the guidance of the
sentient being of higher class as the awakening of the original enlightened
mind. There are distinctions between the two. He said in his book review
Wangsheng lunzhu, “Knowing birth as nontbirth is the higher class of
sentient being. The lower class of sentient being need to make use of ten
recitations to achieve rebirth.” Such description clarifies the distinctions;
two aparted thoughts with close relations; from which relation we see the
thought of emptiness in Tanluan' s teaching.
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