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The Construction of Research Method in
Biographical Literature of Buddhism

— —From the Narrative angle to interpret the
Hagiography of the Eminent Monk

Jing-Jia Huang™
Abstract

Hagiography of the eminent monk is a combination of Buddhism,
history and literature, based on the eminent monk's practice of his
religious belief, to offer a great moral example for the followers.
However, the author based on selected historical materials and adaptation
to build up a typical figure of an eminent monk, behind the creation there
often carried the religious mission of the Buddhist monk. Narratives
itself is a subjective interpretation activity, the narrator’s viewpoints
towards the main character of the biography, the way of narrating and the
degree of involvement to the story, as well as the relative position with the
readers, are all contributing to the image of the main character of the
biography. Therefore, this article is based on the multiple properties of the
Buddhist monk’s biographies, to review on the limitation of the previous
Buddhist monk’s biographies that was mainly based on textual research of
historical materials, and try to figure out the possibility of study Buddhist

* Assistant Professor, Department of Chinese Language and Literature,

National Taitung University.
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monk’s biographies by narrative methods. Take “ Song Gaoseng Zhuan” as
an example, to find our how eminent monk’s image was built and what the
religious meaning was behind the eminent monk’s moral practice. The
purpose is to set up a basic interpretation foundation of Buddhist monk’s
biography, and so as to extend the different research ways on the Buddhist
monk’s biography and the value of the text, and to examine the
development and progress of the traditional Chinese Buddhist monk’s
biographies of all the past dynasties

Keyword: Narrative, Research method, Song Gaoseng Zhuan, Zanning,

Buddhist literature.



