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Buddhism changed toward this-worldly and
religious doctrine reinterpreted
——Protestant Buddhism developed in Sri Lanka

Huey-Pin Liang™

Abstract

The Sri Lanka Protestant Buddhism started in the late 19th century,
when Sri Lanka was an England colony. The change in Buddhism not only
responded to the situation of the epoch, but also showed critique in
Buddhism itself. The Protestant Buddhism differs from traditional
Buddhism in that it cares more about secularity, which makes it more
rational, always pursuing the ultimate goal in one’s daily life. Dharmapala
is the most representative character, he devoted his lifelong effort not only
to maintain the glorious traditions of Sinhalese Buddhism, but also the
independence of nation and revival of people’s dignity. Buddhism became
the best medium.

The changes in society forced the Protestant Buddhism become an
example of innerweltliche Askese, Buddhism not only resided in one's
personal belief, but also entered higher socia life. History made this

change: without the effects of traditions, Buddhism could not become part

* A student for master's degree in Graduate Institute of Religious Studies,
Nan-Hua University
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of social life, not even the key to the rise of nation, either. Therefore, in
this article we will try to find the relationships between the role of
Buddhism in modern Sri Lanka society and the Buddhism throughout Sri
Lanka's history. We will explain the secular parts of Buddhism, hope to

find areasonable explanation why Buddhism turned toward it.

Keywords: Buddhist secularization ~ Protestant Buddhism ~ Dharmapala



