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A Sociological | nvestigation of the Construction of

Life/Death
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Abstract

This article aims to investigate the paralleled development of thanatology and sociol ogy,
which views the dynamic of human society firstly as a biological organism and then as a
process of social construction of consciousness and experience, while thanatology explicates
the natura law of the persona life circle in the aspect of physiology, medicine and
psychology. These two disciplines interweave each other with the diversification of
contemporary theoretic thoughts. They interpenetrate each other upon the category of death
or society. This result in two consequences. thanatology can widen its social dimension,
while sociology has set up the analytic horizon of death. There are two research purposes of
this articlee on the one hand, to make clear with which approaches interpenetrates
thanatology into sociology and reversed; on the other hand, to submit a sociological
framework to theoretic construction of life and death through an interrelation of personal
death with socia death which describes events of death as social events.

Key Words  Construction of life/death, Thanatology, Sociology of death, Rationalization,
Individualization
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