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Theformation of a sacred world in
terminal situations

Yee, Der Heuy'  Shieh, Shieh Ming”™  Shia, Shu Yi™

Abstract

This research is to investigate the forming process of sacred world
around the terminal wards. The basic theory of the sacred world in this
paper is based on Georges Bataille's theory of religion. By the
introducing the concept of embodied alterity as the original experience
of religion, Thomas Csordas asserts that ‘outside of horizon’ will be the
most essential resource of religious experience, that, according the views
of French post-structurism, religious feeling pour out involuntarily. Thus
the core questions to be answered will be ‘how the happening related to
outside-of-horizon?, and what will be the compound logic by which
different meaning planes are folded together by interlacing, like rhizome.
Theoretical exploration will be supplemented by empirical fieldwork at
terminal wards in a medical center, we participated in the activities of
terminal wards with a group of patients, care-givers, families and
volunteer workers; the data is analyzed by phenomenological method.
This research raises several issues: (1) the involuntarity of feeling others

Don-hwa University, Hualien Educational University and Seattle University
Clinical Psychologist, Dept. of Family Medicine, Buddhist Tzu Chi Genera
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’ Postgraduate, Insititute of Counseling Psychology, Nation Huaien
University of Education



will be pre-exist before any language intervention; (2) the sacred realm
seems to be occurred in the outside of horizon, that is no-knowing,
otherwise realm; (3) the mechanism of forming process is through
heterogeneous connections, by which multiple levels of meaning are
folded and blended together.

Key words: sacred world, terminal wards, Georges Bataille,
experience of religion
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