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( Feature )

A Chance Meeting as a Wonderful
Opportunity

Ven. Huei Kai*

Often, a meticulously thought out plan, after a brief but powerful
performance, quickly fades into obscurity. Meanwhile, a seemingly
accidental encounter may sometimes invoke a wonderful opportunity. In
life, there are many extraordinary sparks of chance and coincidence.
Looking back to eighteen years ago, in the March of 1989, led by my
mentor Venerable Master Hsing Yun, a Buddhist group based in Taiwan
visited the mainland China. It was the first cross-strait academic and
religious exchange the respective Buddhist societies. Our guest
academic advisors Professors Charles W. H. Fu (Fu Weixun) and Tang
Degang met with Professors Liu Qingfeng and Jin Guantao in Beijing.
Time flew by quickly, and before realizing it, eighteen years had gone
past. Last August I went to Hong Kong to give a series of lectures, and
especially arranged to visit the Chinese Cultural Institute of the Chinese
University of Hong Kong. Walking around, I chanced upon a name
plaque outside of an office that read "Professor Jin Guantao". In
reminiscence of the past, I entered to say hello. In the midst of the

surprise and joy from the lucky meeting, I invited the couple to give a

Professor, Dept. of Life-and-Death Studies, Dean of Academic Affairs,
Nanhua University
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scholarly seminar at Nanhua University.

There was a lot of common ground between the two of them and me.
We all pursued conventional science majors in college. While attending
the Beijing University, Professor Jin studied chemistry, Professor Liu
studied physics, and I studied mathematics while I was in the National
Taiwan University. But eventually we all turned to concern ourselves
with cultural issues and the philosophy of life. Perhaps contemporary
students of Taiwan are not familiar with Professors Jin and Liu, but
years earlier, they’ve already co-authored a work representing their
viewpoints, "Prosperity and Crisis" ( ( BLESEIfGH ) ). The book
explores a very important issue — the probing of Chinese society from a
historical perspective. How to inherit the forebears’ legacy to invoke
upon future generations; this has been a subject repeatedly revisited
throughout history by the educated elite of China, yet still presents itself
as a challenge. As the Neo-Confucian philosopher Chang Tsai (Zhang
Zai) of the Song Dynasty said, “To reveal the core essence of nature for
heaven and earth, to ascertain the mandate of life for all walks of people,
to continue the sublime teachings for the sages and saints of the past, to
establish universal peace and harmony for ten thousand generations to
come.” "B RHIL L - BAERITA > BAERBEE . HEHEK
Sf o | This seems to be the ambition and task for all educated elite.
This is a generation-bridging mission, and as Professor Fu once
proposed, "To inherit critically and to develop creatively". There is no
end to this mission, and to date we still pursue it intensively.

As stated above, it was only due to last year's chance meeting in
Chinese University of Hong Kong, a wonderful kind of opportunity,
Professor Jin and Professor Liu, in December 8th of 2006, came to
speak in Nanhua University, and initiated an exchange of scholarly
studies and ideas with the professors and students of Nanhua. They

spoke in particular on "Patterns of Idea of Ultimate Concern from the
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Chinese Cultural Perspective." The main topic closely probed at the
study of life and death, and was given a warm reception by the audience
at Nanhua. The open session question and answer between the speakers
and the audience was similarly vigorous, and the entire experience has
been incorporated into the sixth volume of the "Journal of Life and
Death Studies" ( (4ZEEEWTZE) HHT]) , in the hopes of sharing the

fruits of the discussion with a wider audience.





