ERHZNERELE KT A2

ERAREA
# 13 Z ER EA
m%EE"
ik 22
ASCE RN A 2R R (E AR FE YA - Fr PG S8 E
ERHE A 2 ITTE RN - R TR EEELL T

= RHEREFEEEER L DEfEgE, ATl T
L (FRERRR AL - o T bR EE L ROEEEL - AT R
d AT U TR AR AR AR - Ak
TR R E R " FElis ) MERER - 5l "8k, #Hl
"R By AR AT B AR B G AR o HARF [ Y
SRR E B s HGEE R A A > REE R AN RS2 R
WEBREAREE - 80ER > Tae " EHE L - ER 5
=N ER TERRE ) o HRERE R [F R E A Ay
HERERE - HHCOWREEREREERS ELEG - 7F
BT EE Y BB S IS - AR TR R AN [F L
RUETZEF G e > FUEESURHR S EER E 5 H AT
HEW - Witk > SR —EIRAERREA—GE T RS

T OBHRRRHE R SR e Bl R



92 4apBHE | EAH

8 FRZITIrEmI R -

RASEE  ERHE RFBER -ZT BT B



ErFTER AL T RSB LA O3

The Implications of Mencius’ and
Hsiin Tzu’s Thoughts in Life-and-
Death Education:

A Case Study on “Abortion”

Yang, Hsiu Kung’

Abstract

This paper intends to illustrate the multifaceted implications and
effects of Confucianism upon life-and-death education from two
approaches: the thoughts of Mencius and the thoughts of Hsiin Tzu.
Mencius’ reasoning was mainly focused on the concept of “human
nature as good”, emphasizing individual’s “ethical restrain”. Yet Hsilin
Tzu’s ideas were based on “human nature as evil”, centering on the use
of “communal ethics”. This paper adopts Mencius’ and Hsiin Tzu’s
discussion on “humanity” and “righteousness” to contrast the
differences between the two philosophers, to examine the implications
of their thoughts on the issues of “abortion”, as an attempt to locate a
comprehensible theoretical background for people on the both sides for
and against abortion. It is hoped that those who face the dilemma, and
their related loved ones, develop the base of decision from the two
opposing lines of thoughts. Or, all the people concerned as well as their

third-party companions as advisers to the issue of abortion are able to

Associate Professor, College of Liberal Education, Shu-Te University
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find “a place to stand” from the two contrary approaches to life-and-
death education, to further obtain a better solution to their own dilemma.
The author does not take a particular stand for or against abortion, nor
offers suggestions in order to resolve the confrontations resulted from
different opinions. The author’s simple intention is to try to apply
Confucianism on the contemporary life-and-death education. The
“Confucian ideal structure” without favoring either position is therefore

accepted as the basis for the multiple propositions in this paper.

Key words: Life-and-Death education, Confucianism, Mencius,
Hsiin Tzu, Abortion
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