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The essential tension between general

education curricula

Chun-Ju Huang

Associate Professor of General Education Center,Nanhua University

Abstract

In these recent years, general education development in Taiwan had shifted
from the promotion of thoughts into practical teaching work. In fact, during past few
days, general education almost is the synonym of cheap and worthless classes. It is
definitely a big challenge to improve this situation. Based on the famous philosopher
T. Kuhn’s outstanding theory of “the essential tension”, this article attempts to
identify the important principle need to be considered in general education teaching
process.

By taking the homework designed in two classes as examples, this article
attempts to clarify the idea that any inclining toward convergence or divergence is
neither a right way during teaching. It is because that, toward the extreme
convergent end, the class must be serious and boring; and toward the other end, the
class must be cheap and without deep theoretical background. No matter inside or
between the classes, the most important thing is to keep this essential tension. In
doing so, a more ideal general education can be achieved.

Keywords : Guo-dian, Chu Bamboo Slips Lao-tzu, Tian-dao (the Way of

Heaven), Practical Philosophy, Order of Value, Tian-un (the
Motion of Heaven)
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