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Discussion on the Implication of Mu-tan Ting
(The Peony Pavilion) Based on Tang Xianzu‘s

Thought of Neo-Confucianism

Mei-Chuan Chang

Assistant Professor of General Education Center,
Taiwan Hospitality and Tourism College

Abstract

This essay first explores the thought of neo-Confucianism in the Ming Dynasty
succeeded by Tang Xianzu. It further gives different meaning explication on Mu-tan
Ting (The Peony Pavilion), Tang’s great dramatic work, based on the thought of
neo-Confucianism to reveal that the love story between Du Li Niang and Liu
Mengmei embodies the expression of “Amour of Inherent Humanity” and “Yin and
Yang are called Dao” valued by philosophers of neo-Confucianism, thus creating
rejuvenating and never-ending “Taoist Chanting” and “Vitality” between heaven and
earth.

Key Words: Tang Xianzu, Thought of Neo-Confucianism, Mu-tan Ting (The
Peony Pavilion), Taoist Chanting
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