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Abstract :

This project is the comparative study of Wang Long-shi’s and Luo Jin-shi’s modes of
thought. Based on the original plan of the project, in the first year, we focus on the individual
study of each mode, which lays a good basis for comparative study in the second year. In my
doctoral research, | have done a comprehensive study of Wang Long-shi’s thought. Therefore, |
will pay specia attention to the the study of Luo Jin-shi’s thought at the moment. After some
research, | found that we can use “ti-hsian philosophy” to represent the characteristics of Luo
Jin-shi’s thought.

What is “ti-hsian philosophy” ? The conception of ti-hsian in Luo Jinhsi’s thought can
be understood from two angles. The first one is implied in the following sentences. “The Tao is
presented in the body (ti), and the whole body is the manifestation of the Tao,” and “Even in the
mere gestures of head-raising or eye-lifting, the knowing substance already manifests itself; even
in some detailed speeches and facial expressions of mouth-opening, the knowing substance
already presents itself.” The second sense is conveyed in the following two sentences: “The
ontological origina mind substance (ti) as the Tao manifests itself in the body,” and “If this
Nature does not awaken and knows itself, then just forget about it. But if it awakens and knows
itself, then the bones and flesh, the skin and hair—that is, the entire body—will radiate, and the
rivers and mountains, the trees and grasses—that is, the whole earth—will come back to life [and
return] to spring.” In the first two sentences, ti denotes body or corporedlity; in the latter, ti
appears instead to mean “mind” or “Tao” as an ontological substance. Therefore, ti-hsian in the
context of Luo’s thought could connote either meaning. Both demonstrate the affinity of the
transcendental mind and the immanent corporeal appearance. The two meanings are inseparable
at both an ontological and physical level. It is not only the case that the Tao is inseparable from
material beings, but rather that material beings are inseparable from the Tao. Similarly, it is not
only the case that the spirit is embodied in the corporeal, but rather that the corporea is the only

abode of the spirit. Thus, so-called transcendental ideals may be practically actualized.

Keywords: Luo Jinhsi, Ti-hsian philosophy, phenomenal expressions manifested in ontological
Tao, the corporeal isthe only abode of the spirit
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