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The Foundation of Qi Theme in Four Books Study by Zhang-Zai
Abstract

Zhang-zai is one of Bel Song Wu Zi, whose theory not only inherits from earlier
philosophy, but also nourishes the later development of Neo-Confucianism. In
Zhang-zai’s way of thinking, Qi theme is a major part among his philosophy and his
understanding toward Confucian study is based on his interpretation of the Great Four
Learni ng(D“l?[%?»). Therefore, the connection between Zhang-zai’s Qi theme and the
Great Four Learning is certainly an unavoidable issue for anyone who intends to
interpret Zhang-zai. However, contemporary studies associated with the connections
between Zhang-zai’s Qi theme and the Great Four Learning remains a lack, which
might divide Zhang-zai’s main theory into two parts and cracks Zhang-zai’s
philosophy. The purpose of this project is to explain Zhang-zai’s Qi theme and his
interpretation through the Great Four Learning under the Creative Hermeneutics
method.

Four major topics will be discussed in this project: first, to address Creative
Hermeneutics view points based on current different interpretations toward
Zhang-zai’s Qi theme; second, to describe the frame of Zhang-zai’s interpretation on
Great Four Learning; third, to stress that the relationship between the Great Four
Learning and Qi theme is inseparable in Zhang-zai’s philosophy; finally, to discuss
how Zhang-zai inherits and devel ops Confucianism studies based on Qi theme.
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