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English Abstract

"Funeral rites" is mainly to promote filial piety, to serve the deceased the same
as the living, to express mourning and respect to the departed and memory of the long
past ancestors, and pray to the deceased for blessing the offsprings of good fortune.
Funeral rites is also used to unfold the ritual experience of the "meaning of life" and
the "value of life", to extend the eternity of life. This research is the study of the
traditional funeral rites in Chiayi region since 1970s, focusing on the ritual changes of
the funeral rites under the influence and impact of social change in Taiwan.

The goals of this study are as follows: (1) to understand the traditional funeral
rites and their evolution in Chiayi as well as the similarities and differences among
them; (2) to analyze the implied meanings and geographical characteristics in the
evolution of traditional funeral rites in Chiayi, Taiwan; 3. to understand the roles and
functions of the practitioners and service providers of the traditional funeral rites in
Chiayi; 4. to record and investigate taboos and removal of traditional funeral customs
in Chiayi area.

The research method takes mainly qualitative depth interviews, adopting the
quantitative questionnaire survey. The objects of this study are the funeral service
industry employees in Chiayi City and Chiayi County. Concerning the influential
factors of the changes of the traditional funeral rites in Chiayi area, the research
findings are as follows: (1) the changes of location of funeral services; (2) The
popularity of cremation; (3) the rise of the funeral autonomy of the family members;
(4) the difference among religious faiths; (5) modern technological advances; (6) the
impact of low birth rate; (7) industrial society emphasizes efficiency and
effectiveness; (8) the detailed division of labor in the Specialization of funeral
service; (9) the attitudes of funeral service providers.

Keywords: customs, funeral, rites, funeral, cremation.
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