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This project proposes to investigate into the text Vakyapadiya, written by the fifth-century Hindu
grammarian-philosopher Bhartrhari, to make explicit its linguistic-philosophic thought. The text abounds
in philosophical ideas and should be of interest to contemporary scholars of philosophy of language.
However, it has been neglected by present-day Chinese scholars, and even the international academic
world has not done enough to disclose its philosophic insights.

The method followed in the project is threefold: philological research, philosophical analysis, and
comparative philosophical research. We have translated into Chinese most verses of the first two volumes
of the Vakyapadiya and made commentaries on them when needed. We have engaged in philosophical
analyses and comparisons in relation to key issues in the text. We have focused on Bhartrhari’s notions of
pratibhz (as linguistic understanding, intuitive knowing, and knowing-what to do), upacarasatta
(superimposed existence as word meaning), and the issue of preconceptual perception, and written three
English papers on the notions and issue. It is believed that the papers will make contributions to our
understanding of Bhartrhari’s linguistic philosophy even at the international level.

Keywords: Bhartrhari, pratibha, Vakyapadiya, preconceptual perception, superimposed existence
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