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The Role and Participation of the European Union in the UNFCCC
Conference of Parties: A Constructivist Survey
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Abstract:

The current Treaty establishing the European Community, which did not endow the
EC with an exclusive competence on the environmental policy. However, as
Contracting Parties of the UNFCCC and Kyoto Protocol, the EC and its Member
States participated in the negotiation, which will end, during the 15" session in
Copenhagen in 2009, with new regulations in reduction of green-house effect.

This research will first go into the environmental competences of the European
Union, conclusion of agreements, as well as its procedures. Then it will go back to
see the experences during the negotiations of the process on the Kyoto Protocol. In
views of the constructivism and four components of actor capacity in global politics
prososed by scholars - recognition, authority, autonomy, and cohesion, we observe
and compare the role played by the EU in negotiations on Kyoto Protocol
2008/2009.
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