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This project tests the explanatory capacities of different versions of new
institutionalism by examining the East Asia Summit (EAS). The ultimate goal of EAS
is to form an East Asian Community. Regional institutions in the East Asia (Asia
Pacific) have been of limited efficacy. Asian members of organizations such as
ASEAN, APEC and EAS have insisted that these institutions not infringe upon their
sovereign rights. The basic norms, rules, structures and practices supporting these
organizations reflect this concern. A number of factors explain this regional
reluctance to create effective multilateral institutions. The single most important
factor is the concern of most East Asian states with domestic political legitimacy.
Drawing on the work of Muthiah Alagappa and Mohammed Ayoob, this project
argues that most of the states of East Asia remain engaged in the process of creating
coherent nations out of the disparate ethnic, religious and political groups within the
state. These states are reluctant to compromise their sovereignty to any outside actors.
The regional attitude towards multilateral institutions is that they should assist in the
state building process by enhancing the sovereignty of their members. East Asian
states recognize that they can best manage globalization and protect their sovereignty
by creating and cooperating within effective regional institutions. However, their
ability to create such structures is compromised by their collective uncertainty about
their domestic political legitimacy. States may first need to be legitimate, sovereign



entities before they can successfully participate in regional institution.
Keywords: East Asia Summit, East Asian Community, ASEAN, Regional
institutionalism, state sovereignty
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