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To be a girl’ 1is a dynamic identity formation
process. It involes how a girl represents herself ,
defines her own place in the world through the notion
of femininity. It also influences her perception of
schooling and her engagement in education. Feminist
researchers have observed that school girls tend to
construct * culture of roamce or femininity’ which
leads many young girls to fail identify with or
invest themselves in waged labor ; instead, they
envision futures directed toward marriage and
romance. Nevertheless, not all girls experice the
same way of becoming a woman. Female gender identity
1s constructed through a variety of processes, and
that the constituent elements are not the same for
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all girls. In fact, girls from different class and
race have different way to become a girls. This
research investigates gender identity formation of
Chinese girls from Southeast Asia and its relations
to girls’ engagement in education. . The research
focuses on three aspects: (1) In what ways do these
girls construct their classed and raced gendered
identities? I will analyze the interplay of
ethnicity, race and class in the production of
femininities. (2) How does girls’ identity work
influence their involvement in schools and their
future? (3)When and how does the school impede or
contribute to particulate gender identity forms of
girls? The reseach is conducted with ethnography.
Qualitatuve methods such as observation, semi-
structured interviews and document analysis are
employed. The research results will help us
understand how social reproduction and resistance
work in complicated and contradictory ways in the
same time.

Gender identity, femininities, race/ ethnicity
1dentity, Overseas Chinese from Southeast Asia,
female adolescent
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