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The Causal Mechanism of Effecting Psychological
Well-Being on the Eighth Graders in Taitung: Which
Is More Important, Family Socioeconomic Status or
Social Network?

Ming-Fu Huang
Ph. D. Candidate, Department of Education

National Taitung University

Yih-Jyh Hwang
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Abstract

There are many studies exploring psychological well-being, but we
have not seen any studies for junor high school students in Taitung where it
is the lowest development in Taiwan. We adopt the data of Taitung
Educational Panel Survey in 2005 for the eighth graders and their parents,
and explore the mechanism background of the eighth graders in Taitung
influencing the psychological well-being through social network and
academic performance by path analysis. The findings of this study are as

follows:

1. The psychological well-being was mainly influenced by social network

rather than by family socioeconomic status and academic performance.

2. In terms of the psychological well-being influenced by social network,

the psychological well-being was mainly influenced by interpersonal
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relationship at school rather than by family relationship.

3. In terms of the psychological well-being influenced by interpersonal
relationship at school, the psychological well-being was mainly
influenced by peer relationship rather than by teacher-student

relationship.

Keywords: family socioeconomic status, social network, academic
performance, Aborigines and Hans, psychological

well-being.
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