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From Zongmi's Adopting Huayan and Chan Schools'
Teachings to See the Establishment and Usage of
Fayan Wenyi's Mutual Compatibility of the Six
Characters

Yi-kung Shih*

Abstract

The Huayan school was one of the eight prominent
Buddhist schools in China. The fifth patriarch, Guifeng
Zongmi, of the Huayan school promoted the ideal that Chan
meditation and teaching should be combined together. The
works of the Huayan school often saw the teaching of the
Chan school, and vice versa. Zongmi wrote the Preface to the
Collection of Chan Sources which categorized the teachings
of the Yogacara school, Madhyamaka school, and the Huayan
school as the school of diminishing delusions and cultivating
the mind, school of diminishing discriminations to follow the
middle way, and school of directly reazlizing the nature of
mind. The Huayan school’s teaching was considered the
foremost because its teaching aims to reveal the true mind.
The Heze school which emphasized directly realizing the
nature of mind was regarded as the top school.

Zongmi’s ideal of combining meditation and teaching

* Department of Literature, Nanhua Univeristy
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together had a great impact on Yongming Yanshou of the
Song dynasty (960-1279 C.E.), Zhongfeng Mingben of the
Yuan dynasty (1271-1368 C.E.), Yunqi Zhuhong of the Ming
dynasty (1368-1644 C.E.), and even Chinul of Korea and
Myoe of Japan. The five (or seven) divisions of the Chan
school tended to mention about the teaching of the Huayan
school. Among the five (or seven) divisions, Fayan division
was the last one established. Its founder, Fayan Wenyi,
authored the Commentary on the Ten Directives. He tried to
make use of the mutual compatibility of the six characters of
the Huayan school to correct the mistakes of the Chan
community that was filled with disputes. The Huayan school
regards the Dharma realm where everything does not hinder
one another as the highest state of cultivation. The ten
mysterious gates of the Buddhayana and the mutual
compatibility of the six characters are teachings made to
prove the existence of the Dharma realm where everything
does not hinder one another. However, it requires the
realization of non hindrance between the theory and
phenomena, and of the non-duality of emptiness and existence
to reach the Dharma realm where everything does not hinder
one another.

Wenyi’s thinking of the mutual compatibility of the six
characters focused on the non-duality of emptiness between
the theory and phenomena. He advocated that practitioners
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should seize every moment to cultivate and realize the
teaching because everything is ready. Therefore, he made a
new interpretation of the mutual compatibility of the six
characters, which originated from the Chapter of the Ten
Bhumis of the Avatamsaka Sutra, and further expounded by
Vasubandhu and Fazang.

Key Terms: discernment Man Yi, Chan taught the same,
six-phase and harmony of the boundlessness, all ready-made.
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