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The Policy of Taiwan’s Religious Education:
With the Hlustration of Compulsory Education

Liang-Chun Chen*

Abstract

Following the Weimar Constitution (Weimarer Verfassung)
of Germany, Taiwan also holds two principles towards
religious education in compulsory education: these principles
are “Separation of Church and State” and “Educational
Neutralism”. However, why do the policies of religious
education implemented in Taiwan appear to be indifferent, but
not multitudinous? In addition, the formation of policies
should be not only based on laws but also highly connected
with contemporary society, politics, and culture. Religious
education policies implemented in Taiwan, nevertheless,
follow those executed in the late Ching Dynasty and the early
Republic of China. As a result, this study, from a historical
perspective, aims to investigate the formulation of
contemporary religious policies in Taiwan, so as to disclose
what historical factors may play a role in the formation of

Taiwan’s religious education policies. In addition, with
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analyses of laws and legal theories, this study endeavors to
define the proper division of labor between school education
and religion on the basis of Article 13 of Constitution on the
freedom of religion and its related principles. Finally, this
study will evaluate current policies of religious education in
Taiwan and propose suggestions to improve them.

Keywords: educational policy, separation of church and state,
educational neutralism, religious education,
compulsory education.
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