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On the Rituals of “FangShe” of Southern
Taiwan LingBao Daoism

Shou-Cheng Jiang *

Abstract

“FangShe” ( " i, ) or “BanShe” ( " 48 ; ) and
“BanlJiangSheShu” ( " 2H[ZF#E | ) is an important subject of
forgiving and saving the ghosts of Taiwan LingBao Daoism

(ZEEEE)K ) . The core of the rituals of “FangShe” is to
forgive and save, which means forgiving the sin, saving the
soul from the hell and helping it enter the heaven. The rituals
of “FangShe” could be traced back to Tang and Song Dynasty.
Southern Taiwan and Gaoping district mostly inherited this
tradition, but there were some obvious differences of technical
details between two districts. Taking “FangSheMa” ( " i
B | ) of Southern Taiwan and “FangLongFeng” ( " JFEEL | )
of Gaoping district for example and combining some relevant
historical material, this article analyzed the religious
connotation in the text of rituals, discussed the application
process and technical performance of the two rituals and did
contrast on differences between the two technical
performance.

KeyWords: Southern Taiwan; LingBao Daoism ( Z2EE)K ) ;
the rituals of “FangShe” (iiFH#E ) ; “FangSheMa” ( " i
% ;) ; “FangLongFeng” ( " JAFEREL , )

* Vice Researcher, PhD, Philosophy Institute of Chinese Academy of
Social Sciences, Beijing.






