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Abstract

This paper is to investigate whether information contents of TSMC. After surveying
relative literatures, we find that few researches involve individual stocks and index futures. In
addition, empirical studies related to futures are often employed VAR, ECM, and
ARCH-family models. On the country, event study is seldom applied in the area of futures
researches. Thus, the incentive of this study is to investigate TSMC, the heaviest-weighted
stock, related to SIMEX (Taiwan Index Futures in SIMEX) and TIMEX (Taiwan Index
Futuresin TIMEX). Especially, Taiwan stock markets are quite weak with low trading volume
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while involving index futures into Taiwan capital markets, but the trading volume of index
futures including SIMEX and TIMEX are traded quite actively. After inspecting the special
phenomena, there are several important finding are explored and inferred as follows: Actualy,
the settlement day of SIMEX is behind TIMEX. While the index futures are weaker than
index spots (F<S), the AR(t)s and CAR(t)s are significant and negative before the settlement
day of TIMEX, the AR(t)s and CAR(t)s are in significant before the settlement day of SIMEX
and before the settlement day of TIMEX, and the AR(t)s and CAR(t)s are significant and
positive after the settlement day of SIMEX. In order to infer the above results, we find the
case of F<S accompanied by the downward trend of Taiwan stock market. Under this situation,
investors, foreign investment institutions often put index futures in the short positions before
the settlement day. In order to make profits for their short position, they will sell TSMC
regarded as a confidence symbol of Taiwan stock market to prevent the future index rising up.
Actually, the price of TSMC is possible to go up after the settlement day of index futures, but
the downward pressure is from preventing the index futures rising up due to short sale of
index futures. It might be the reasons why AR(t)s and CAR(t)s are insignificant between
TIMEX settlement day and SIMEX settlement days. However, the AR(t)s and CAR(t)s are
significantly positive after the settlement day of SIMEX, since it is possible undervalued by
the pressure of making profit by short sale of index futures.
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