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Crossing the boundaries in the classroom: a fieldwork
study of a college in Taiwan

Su, Yih-Ju
Post Doctoral Researcher, Graduate Institute of Religion and Culture

Tzu Chi University, Hualien, Taiwan

Abstract

This paper aims to explore what boundary as well as
boundary-crossing refers to based on my observations and experimental
boundaries-crossing doings in a college classroom. The author argues that
boundary can not be simply regarded as the relationship among the actors,
their gender, class or ethnic group; however, the conditional situations, say,
the complicated boundaries which are shaped by different actors, also need

to be considered.

The marketizations of college education as well as school
management policies are responsible for the conditional situations in
which the administrative staff, teachers, and students reside in. For the
teachers’ part, the teachers take an unstable part-time job; for the students’
part, they also have to gain their temporary work in order to pay off their
tuition. However, the more teacher and student stay at their own
conditions; the easier oppositional relationship will be formed. In this way,
crossing boundaries happens only when one can see the other’s
conditional situation; subsequently, the ‘seeing’ brings out the

understanding between them.

Since teachers are mostly of higher social class and have more power
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than students, crossing boundaries must begin from the teacher. How can
teacher do? At first, a teacher needs to recognize the purpose of education
and the end of becoming a teacher. By doing so, teacher will go beyond a
teaching job and become a transformative intellectual. In addition, a
transformative intellectual must understand students’ subjectivity
experience and conditional situations. In this way, the boundaries-crossing

can be created and developed.

Keywords: boundaries-crossing, conditional situation, transformative

intellectual
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