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From the Constitutional Treaty to the
Treaty of Lisbon: A Review of
European I ntegration Process and Its
Prospect

Hsin-Yi Chang’
Abstract

The European Union is probably the most successful example of
regional integration at present. However, the European integration
process is not always a smooth ride. One of the most significant
obstacles came from the French and Dutch referenda regjecting the
Congtitutional Treaty (TECE) in 2005 and the following episodes
during the ratification process of the Treaty of Lisbon. This paper
tends to review the European integration process during this period
and is structured as follows. First of al, it examines the European
integration process during the period between the French and Dutch
referenda rgjecting the Constitutional Treaty and the entered into force
of the Lisbon Treaty, and aims to realize what lessons were drawn
from this incident and the considerations and strategies of the
European political leaders to choose the particular path to move
forward with reform. Secondly, this paper intends to articulate a
precise picture of the main differences and important innovations of
the Lisbon Treaty in comparing to the abandoned Constitutional
Treaty. Finally, it concludes with more general observations and
identifies the challenges the EU might be met in the future integration
Process.

Keywords. European Union, TECE, Treaty of Lisbon, Integration
Process
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