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Bi-xing thinking pattern in poetry
interpretation and the factors of its

formation

Cheng-Chih,Lee

Associate Professor, Department of Literature,
Nan-Hua University

Abstract

Bi-xing thinking has become an important pattern of poetry interpretation,
and it is originated from the process of the interpretation of the Book of Songs

in Han Dynasty.

Bi-xing thinking in Han Dynasty is mostly found in Mao’s Preface to the
Book of Songs (F£#FF7), Mao Zhuan (£ {H), and Zheng Jian (EfZ£). Zheng
Jian (B2£), Zheng Xuan’s annotation, becomes a masterpiece of this tradition.
Bi-xing thinking emphasizes on the pursuit of meanings in the poetry, which is
very similar to the interpretation of the Spring and Autumn Annals (5fX) as
simple words with deep meaning. Through this pattern of poetry interpretation,
the text of a poem is divided into two layers of meanings, denotation and
connotation, and the connotation is related to the morals, the politics, and the

education the common people. Accordingly, Mao’s Preface to the Book of
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Songs (FFFfF) attempts to reveal the authors’ political and educational
intentions in the context of time and incidents, and Mao Zhuan (F{%) and
Zheng Jian (#[2£) adopt Bi-xing thinking to convey the connotation in the text

of poems.

Bi-xing thinking, formed in Han dynasty, has its root in the Pre-Qin
Period. In the Spring and Autum Period, singing the poems in the Book of
Songs to deliver diplomatic intentions is using the allusion to replace the real
meanings of the poems. Confucianists’ interpretation of the poems takes the
extended meanings of the poems as the key point of teaching of the Book of
Songs. Though they do not interpret the Book of Songs directly, the allusion,
the extended meaning, and the real meaning of the poem are very similar to the
structure of connotation and denotation, and could have inspired Bi-xing

thinking.

Besides, the most influential force to Bi-xing thinking is what Mencius
mentions as “understanding human beings and reflecting on society” and
“meeting intentions with sympathetic understanding”; “understanding human
beings and reflecting on society” is the revelation of the time and incidents in
pursuit of the author’s intention while “meeting intentions with sympathetic
understanding” intends to establish the objective interpretation process of the
texts. Frankly speaking, Bi-xing thinking is the combination of two
interpretation patterns mentioned by Mencius, and Wang Yi’s appropriation of

this pattern is seen in his interpretation of Qu Yuan’s works.

Bi-xing thinking is obviously effective in the realization of deepen the
meaning of poems. The depth of the poems lies in the underlying meanings,
and Bi-xing thinking reveals the importance of the Book of Songs as one of the
classics. Though it is often said to be eisegetical, Bi-xing thinking certainly

conveys to us the depth of the poems. On the contrary, while Bi-xing thinking
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presumes that there is the usage of analogy and association in the poems, using
connotation becomes the pursuit of the artistic depth or even the aesthetic
principles in poems. The reason that analogy and association have become very
crucial in the tradition of “poetry expressing intentions” is related to the poetry
interpretation pattern established from Bi-xing thinking, and the depth of

meaning is also derived from it.

key words: Bi-xing thinking (ELEHf#E:s), Mao’s Preface to the Book of Songs
(55 ), Mao Zhuan (FE f#), and Zheng Jian (Ef2£),
understanding human beings and reflecting on society (&1 A
), meeting intentions with sympathetic understanding (4= 7

—4=
IO
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