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Abstract

Bao-sheng Emperor (“the Emperor of Folks’ Guardian”) is one of the
most important folk beliefs in Fu-jian and Taiwan. Believers have built
numerous temples to worship him and scholars in Mainland China and Taiwan
have conducted many researches on him. This essay aims to review the
literature on Bao-sheng Emperor, and analyzes the subject matter of related

studies.

In Mainland China, studies in the belief of Bao-sheng Emperor focus
mainly on its historical aspects. By analyzing historical data and taking
the traditional historical perspective as the point of departure, scholars in
Mainland China have discussed Wu Tao’s biography and the formation
and widespread development of the belief of Bao-sheng Emperor. They
have also explored the socioeconomic background upon which the faith
was based and the interactions among social strata. In Taiwan, studies in
the belief in Bao-sheng Emperor have rather focused on its
anthropological aspects. Through field research, scholars in Taiwan have

observed and investigated different facets of the belief, the worship circle,
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and the festivities in each individual temple or region. The two main
research methods used in Mainland China and Taiwan show the
differences and characteristics in their approaches towards the study of
folk beliefs. Last but not least, the power struggle in the temples is also

well reflected in this study of the belief in Bao-sheng Emperor.

Keywords: Bao-sheng Emperor, folk belief, Wu Tao
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